Are Christians Under the Law? (Part I) 



For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall 
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under 
grace? God forbid. 
Romans 6:14-15 (KJV) 

There seems to be a bit of confusion in some Christian circles as to 
whether we are still under the law or not. The above verse and many 
others in the new testament like it tell us plainly that we are no longer 
under the law, but what does that really mean? 

Many who read the above verse do not take the time to understand 
what it actually means, they think "Well, this doesn't mean I can 
break the ten commandments" which is of course true. 

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. 

Romans 3:19 (KJV) O 

The simple truth is that to be under the law is to be both guilty and already condemned. We are all guilty under 
the law and have been since the day we were born. Even if we could have somehow stopped sinning completely 
on the day we chose to follow Christ we would still be sinners, and even if there was no law to follow we would 
all still be guilty because of Adam's fall. The law just serves to convict each of us personally of our sins. 

The only people who are under the law are unbelievers who have rejected God's grace through His son Jesus 
Christ, and they will be cast into Hell as a result! So when we ask Christ to forgive us our sins we are no longer 
under the law, but under God's grace, Praise be to God! 

For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 
Romans 2:14-16 (KJV) O 

Along with coming under God's grace by way of Christ's sacrifice on the cross another miracle happens at 
salvation. God's writes His law upon our hearts. We see above that the conscience is mentioned as "also bearing 
witness", so this must be something different than the conscience. The Word tells us that the Holy Spirit bears 
witness with our spirit (Romans 8:16 KJV so the law written on our hearts is just another name for the 
Holy Spirit operating and living in us. 

What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both 




Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, 

no, not one. 

Romans 3:9-10 (KJV) 

One truth that came as a surprise to me when I was a young Christian was that from the beginning men were 
never expected to keep the law perfectly. The purpose of the law was not to give us a way to be perfect in 
God's eyes but to demonstrate to us that it is impossible to do in our own strength. Failure is built into the system 
by design. Failure was completely expected and provision was made for it. If it were possible for men to keep 
the law perfectly then Jesus sacrifice would have been a waste of time! 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the 
cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also. 
Matthew 23:25-26 (KJV) 

The scribes and Pharisees took the law and used it to judge men by the outward appearance, they beat men 
over the head with it. This made for men that seemed very pious but were actually eviL The Holy Spirit writes the 
law in our hearts, cleansing us from the inside out if we heed Him Here's another great example of this truth: 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But 
I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. 
Matthew 5:27-28 (KJV) I « 

The law said as long as you don't actually commit adultery or fornication you are okay, but Jesus showed that we 
must hold ourselves to a even higher standard by cleansing our wicked hearts of even thinking to do such things. 
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